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NEPA Overview

• NEPA requires the federal government to 
evaluate and understand the potential impacts 
to the environment BEFORE committing 
resources to a proposed action. 

• The NEPA process considers and documents 
potential impacts that the agency’s proposed 
action will have on the social, economic and 
physical environment

• Fundamental elements of NEPA include 
interagency cooperation and public 
participation



DOE NEPA Regulations

DOE Regulations and 
Procedures

vs.
other Federal Agencies 

Regulations and Procedures 
(e.g. USDA)



DOE NEPA - First Steps

• Each grant recipient will need to fill out an 
EF1 Environmental Checklist and 
supporting documentation.

• https://www.eere-pmc.energy.gov/NEPA.asp
→Recipient Resources

→NEPA Compliance Information



EF1 Submission



EF1 Environmental 
Considerations



EF1 Environmental 
Considerations



Working Groups

• Expectations for Herbaceous Energy Crop Teams
– Site Location and Description (address, township; e.g. prime 

farmland vs. marginal farmland)
– Crop Description (varietal, GMO?)
– Chemical applications (pesticides, herbicides)
– Permits (local, State, Federal organizations)

• Expectations for Corn Stover and Cereal Stover 
Teams 
– Site Location and Description (address, township; e.g. prime 

farmland vs. marginal farmland)
– % Removal
– Chemical applications (pesticides, herbicides)
– Permits (local, State, Federal organizations)



Working Groups

• Expectations for the Woody Team
– Site Location and Description (address, township; 

e.g. plantation pine vs. poplar)
– Detailed work description (slash removal, tree 

cutting ??) 
– Permits and Existing Management Plans, if 

applicable (local, State and Federal organizations)

• Expectations for GIS Team
– Project Description and Activities



DOE Contact 
Information

Golden Field Office Project Management
Roxanne Dempsey: Roxanne.dempsey@go.doe.gov
James Cash: james.cash@go.doe.gov 303-275-4823

Golden Field Office NEPA
Steve Blazek: Steve.blazek@go.doe.gov
Laura Margason: Laura.margason@go.doe.gov 303-275-4897

DOE Recipient Resources (Project Management and 
NEPA) Web Site:

https://www.eere-pmc.energy.gov/Resources.aspx



QUESTIONS??
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